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Continued from -page 298, No. 38. 





STRICTURES. 


St. Hyppolitus calls the Pope, ‘Peter, the 
prince and rock of faith,who has the keys of the 
kingdom of Heaven.” 

St. Cyprian says, ‘‘ God is one, Christ is 
one, one church and one chair, founded upon 
Peter by the word of Christ.” 

St. Jerom wrote to Pope Damasus for 
counsel against the Arians, and says, “I 
thought it best to ask counsel of the chair of 
Peter; I speak to the successor of the fisher- 
man; I join myself in communion to your 
Holiness, that is, to the chair of Peter; upon 
this rock I know the church is built.” 

St. Augustine writes to Pettilian, ‘“‘ What 
fault hath the chair of the Roman Church 
done to thee, in which St. Peter sat, and in 
which, at this day, Anastasius sitteth? The 
whole christian world in the transmarine and 
most distant parts of the earth is subject to 
him who sits in the chair of the Roman 
church. The succession of Bishops, from 
the very seat of St. Peter to the present 
Bishop, retains and keeps me in the Catholic 
church.” He then names every Bishop 
from St. Peter down to Anastasius, and tells 





the Donatist, ‘In this number no Donatist 
Bishop can be found.”? A multitude of oth- 


er quotations might be made, but these are | 
sufficient to show how false and ignorant is | 
the assertion, that there is no evidence for | 


any visible head of the church, either in 
Scripture or antiquity. 

Mr. Wesley asserts, in his ““Popery calm- 
ly considered,”’ that Christ never gave St. 
Peter any pre-eminence above the rest of the 
Apostles, and he wishes his readers to be- 


| vine believes this authority ceased with St. 
| Peter. This is for him and me to settle, but 
as far as he goes he is opposed to Mr. Wes- 
ley. As far as the question regards the fact 
of St. Peter ever being at Rome I will give 
|you the opinion of your own preacher, Dr. 
Clark, and leave you and these authors to 
settle the point with Mr. Wesley. Dr. 
| Clarke says, “St. Jerom concludes his arti- 
icles on St. Peter saying he was buried at 
|Rome, in the Vatican, near the triumphal 


lieve that St. Peter never was Bishop of| way, aud is in veneration all over the world.” 


Rome, and, indeed, that he never was there. 
Such assertions are easily made by men who 
are either without knowledge, or honour, or 
conscience, and who know that their readers 
in general cannot contradict them. But 
when they come to be tried in the balances 
of truth they are found lighter than vanity. 
Let the candid reader of these pages consid- 
er that there is a host of historians, and oth- 
er writers of antiquity, some of whom I have 
quoted above, whose united voice is against 
Mr. Wesley. As far as the question re- 


gards the primacy of St. Peter, a divine of 


the established church, whose words 1 have 
before me, positively contradicts Mr. Wes- 
ley; he has these words, “A key is an em- 
blem of power, the giving of the keys there- 
fore was clearly symbolical of the authority 
of the receiver to open and shut, to admit 
and exclude, and, in general, to manage and 
superintend the spiritual interests of the 
church.”? The same author assures us, that 
the whole of St. Peter’s character denotes a 
“primacy of order;” and he shews us how 
this primacy was realized, ‘When the Lord 
was risen from the dead, who of the Apostles 
was favoured with his first appearance? St. 
Peter. Who proposed and managed the fil- 
ling of the vacancy in the number of the 
apostles made by the teacher of Judas? St. 
Peter. This author goes onto shew, that 
the supremacy was exercised in laying the 
foundation of the Gentile church, dissolving 
the Mosaic economy, and calling the council 
at Jerusalem, &c. It is true, the Rev. Di- 


| The Doctor proceeds—“It is not necessary 
to make any remarks upon this tradition; but 
it is easy to observe, that it is the general, 
uncontradicted, disinterested testimony of an- 
cient writers in the several parts of the 
world, Greeks, Latins, and Syrians. About 
the place there is no difference among chris- 
tians of ancient times. Never was any other 
place named besides Rome, nor did any oth- 
ler eity ever glory in the martyrdom of St. 
| Peter. There have been many disputes be- 
itween the Bishop of Rome and other Bish- 
| ops and churches, yet none denied the Bishop 
‘of Rome the chair of Peter. It is net for 
lour honour or interests, either as christians 
or as Protestants, to deny the truth of events 
ascertained by carly and well-attested tradi- 
ition.”? So far the Doctor, both for the suc- 
‘cession of St. Peter in the chair of Rome 
land for the validity of tradition.—Preface to 
‘the 1st and 2d Epistles of St. Peter, page 4, 
Mr. Wesley’s next position appeared to 
|him, no doubt, to be a strong one, equally 
impregnable to literary tactics or logical ac- 
curacy. I will state the objection, and leave 
my readérs to judge. ‘‘ There were at one 
time three Popes.’’? Very well, and what 
then? Why this of course proves that there 
is no Pope divinely appointed to be the head 
of the church! I appeal to any man of com- 
mon sense, whether this be a rational con- 
clusion. _No man need go to Oxford to be 
able to disprove this. We might-just as well 
say, that if three persons contend for the 
crown of this realm there is therefore no le~ 
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gitimate heir. I would not falsify an histo-|do so, this does not annul her authority, she 
rical fact as Mr. Wesley has done, to avoid|is still their mother although they are be- 
a difficulty, much less will I do it where no|come rebellions children. As to his wishing 


difficulty exists. There have been three at |the chureh of Jerusalem or Constantinople to | 


one time who assumed the title of Pope, but | be the mother and mistress of all churches, 
there never were three legitimate Popes at | it might suffice for us to prefer St. Peter’s 
the same time. Ambitious men, whether in opinion to that of John Wesley. Wherever 
church or state, will often set up claims | St. Peter’s chair is, there is the rock upon 
which are as unjust as they are destructive | which we know the unity, stability, and truth 
of peace and unity, but the church always of the church is built, and the authority of 
knew the lawful successor of St. Peter from St. Peter rests upon his legitimate successors 
every other intruder, with the same certainty jin his chair. ow St. Pater placed it at 
as the Methodists know the old Conference | Rome, and, no doubt, for wise purposes; for 
from that established by Mr. Kilham. But/|I suppose Mr. Wesley would acknowledge 
Mr. Wesley cites St. Cyprian to prove that | that he had the spirit of God. Even we can 
all the Apostles were equal in honour and see sufficient reason why he could not place 
jurisdiction. I have already cited the same jit either at Jerusalem cr Constantinople ; 
saint of the Catholic church, to prove, that | first, because the former was devoted to de- 
as God is one and Christ is one, so there is | struction, and Christ had warned his follow- 
one Church and one Chair, founded upon St. ers to fly from it; secondly, Constantinople 
Peter by the authority of Christ. Now this | did not exist in the days of St. Peter, nor for 
is an instance in which they say, “A father \three hundred years afterwards; and thirdly, 
may be cited not only against a father but} because the empire of Rome was compara- 
‘ against himself.” It is easy, however, to tively universal, and consequently gave great 
reconcile St. Cyprian with St. Cyprian, and facility to the universal spread of the Gospel 
to shew Mr. Wesley’s dishonesty. When) of Christ. 

the saint says, “all the Apostles were en-| So much for Mr. Wesley’s vision of Jeru- 
dued with the like partnership of honour and | salem and Constantinople. His next charge 
power,” he only intended to shew the truth is, that the church of Rome requires all per- 
of the truism, that all the Apostles were | sons to believe the doctrines which she pro- 
equally Apostles, and had equal ministerial! poses. Here again he guilefully hides from 
honour and power. So we say all the Bish-' your view the first and necessary definition 
ops of the Catholic church are equally Bish- | of the church: if by the church of Rome he 
ops, but they are not all equal in jurisdiction. | means the church at Rome, the assertion is 
And why did not Mr. Wesley give the next false, himself being the witness, as I shall 
words of the saint, ‘Sed exordium ab unitate hereafter shew; for we are not obliged to be- 
proficiscitur ut Ecclesia una monstretur,” ‘But lieve the Pope and his cardinals, or the 
the beginning arises from an unity that the church at Rome, on their sole unsupported 
church may be shewn to be one,” i. e. the | authority; any doctrine to be of faith ‘must 
Apostles had equal ministerial power and be that of the universal church as before de- 
authority over all Christians, but Christ ap-|fined. But if he mean this universal catho- 
pointed one as the spring or centre of unity |lic church, then I ask why should we not be- 
to the rest, that the church might be shewn lieve her ? Was she not established by 


in all ages to be one. And why did not Mr. Christ and his Apostles? Was not the com- | 


Wesley refer to his own mother church mission to teach given to this church? Were 
which he had abandoned ? he would have not the promises of indefectibility and con- 
found her economy the same. Her Bishops tinual guidance given to her ? Did not 
are all equal in ministerial honour and pow-, Christ command all to hear her? ‘ He that 
er, for the highest can give no other orders heareth you heareth me, and he that despis- 
than the lowest, and yet one is called Arch- eth you despiseth me; he that believeth what 


bishop of Canterbury and Primate of all you teach shall be saved, and he that believ- | 


England, and another is Archbishop of York | eth not shall be condemned; he that will not 
and Primate of England; and the rest are|hear the church let him be to you as a hea- 
Bishops without these titles of honour and then and a publican.” Do we not profess to 
jurisdiction. How plain are these things | believe her in the Apostles’ creed? “TI be- 
when a man intends to be honest ! ! ! lieve the holy Catholic church;” and in the 

Mr. Wesley goes on, ‘“ The Church of| Nicene creed, “I believe one holy Catholic 
Rome styles herself the mother and mistress | and Apostolic church.””. Whether my read- 
of all churches.” Here again the reader |ers believe these creeds or not, Mr. Wesley 
must understand it to be the Catholic church, | had solemnly declared that he believed them, 
united to the See and Church of Rome, and | and would teach them. St. Paul also calls 
in this sense she truly is so. For by the|the church the pillar and ground of the 





Catholic church is meant the universal 
church, believing and teaching one universal | 
body of divine truth, as taught by Christ and | 
his Apostles. And as the church was found- 
ed at first by the teaching of this truth, and 
became’ one universal body, united in one 
faith and bond of Christian communion, the 
ministers and economy of which were exclu- 
sively of divine authority, consequently all 
individual churches owe their birth to this 
divine authority, and are bound to submit to 
the laws and maxims of the same; and no 
good Christian will disclaim the authority of 
the church which gave him birth. But 
should any individual man or church dare to 


truth: now, if so, it is impossible to see why 
we ought not to hear her as the teaching au- 
thority of God. O, but she has erred! Has 
she? I know Mr. Wesley will assert it, but 
her Divine Founder tells us very differently: 
“T will Px to you another comforter, the 
Spirit of Truth, and he shall guide you into 
all truth, and shall remain with you all days, 
even till the end of the world.” I cannot 
omit this opportunity of shewiing what little 
confidence is to be placed in Mr, Wesley’s 
veracity, and how awfully he has perverted 
the very letter of the word of God in his 
translation of the above quoted passage from 





St. Paul to Timothy, ‘“The church of God is 


- ~ aati. ES 
the pillar and ground of the truth.” ( Timo- 
thy iii. 15.) Now let any one open his Pro- 
testant Bible and turn to this text, and he 
will find it thus; “ That thou mayest know 
how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the 
house of God, which is the church of the 
living Ged, the pillar and ground of the truth, 
(verse 16.) And without controversy great 
is the mystery of godliness: God was mani- 
fest in the flesh,” &c. It is the same in the 
Greek text, the Latin Vulgate, and Beza’s 
Latin translation of the Greek: nor is there 
any difference in the punctuation or division 
of verses. Now let the same person open 
Mr. Wesley’s translation of the New Testa- 
ment with notes, and he will find it thus 
translated, contrary to the Greek, to the La- 
tin, to the Protestant Testament, and to Be- 
za, who was also a Protestant— That thou 
mayest know how thou oughtest to behave 
in the house of God which is the church of 
the living God.” Here is the period and 
end of verse the 15th. He goes on—verse 
16. “The mystery of godliness is the pillar 
and ground of the truth, and without contro- 
versy a great thing.” Will not every good 
man be amazed and tremble at the liberties 
thus taken with the word of God? Here is 
not only an alteration of the punctuation, for 
the purpose of changing the sense, but there 
is actually a transposition of the words, for 
the open purpose of corrupting this divine 
fountain of knowledge and salvation. O, 
John! thou wast a bold and adventurous 
child of thy daring father Luther, and, like 
him, well adapted to be the reformer of the 
word and church of God. But to proceed— 
“The church of Rome does not acknowledge 
holy Scripture to be a sufficient rule of faith 
and manners.” I answer, this is true, she 
does not, and she can assign sufficient rea- 
sons for it too. In the first place, they can- 
not be a sufficient rule of faith and manners, 
if they do not contain all that Christ did and 
taught, and we are assured by St. John that 
they do not. “If all were written which Je- 
sus did, the world would not contain the 
books,” St. John, xxi. 25. He spent forty 
days after his resurrection, teaching his 
| Apostles the things concerning his kingdom, 
and yet we are nowhere told in scripture 
what these things were. St. Paul required 
the church to observe all things which he 
/had taught them, whether by word or by 
| epistle. 


| 


[10 BE CONTINUED. | 





From the [ British] Catholic Magazine. 
Narrative of the seizure of Douay College, and 
of the deportation of the Seniors, Professors, and 
Students to Dourlens. By the Rev. Josern Hope- 
son, V. G. L. D. in a Letter to a Friend. 


AD MAJOREM DEI SOLIUS GLORIAM. 
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At last, ended the tragic farce of almost a 
week’s duration ; and we began to recover 
from our fears. Some had taken refuge. in 
the country, and some had bespoken lodgings 
in town. All returned, and we passed 
through other intermitting feverish fits of 
fear, accordingly as the storm relented or in- 
creased. In June, we were again greatly 
alarmed. The garrison again broke loose, 
and made us a visit. Its duration was short- 





er, but it had a more mischievous look. One. 
of the Superiors remembers a naked sword 
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lifted over his head. And this also passed 
away. The town suffered much in the seve- 
ral paroxysms of patriotism at the different 
national feasts, elections, planting of trees of 
liberty, &c. We, as usual, laughed and 
sighed; feared and hoped, at the same time. 
Oh! the silence of that day of blood, which 
followed the barbarous murder of Derbaix, 
and on which poor Nicholon, a corn factor, 
was dragged forth to the unhappy lamp-iron! 
I well remember the day. Silence, great as 
at midnight, houses shut, and streets unfre- 
quented, except by messengers, whom friends 
and neighbours sent to the market-place to 
enquire what was to be the lot of their poor 
friend. We shared in the general fear: well 
knowing, from the history of the Revolution, 
that innocent blood, once shed, too often in- 
creased the thirst for more. And what pow- 
er could have restrained assassination, when 
a great part of the garrison were the murder- 
ers? or what power would have attempted it, 
when the National Assembly listened only to 
calumny, and there was but too much reason 
to fear, that the whole was a cruel plot, to 
get rid of a Mayor and his colleagues, who 
befriended the poor and virtuous part of the 
inhabitants, by their superior abilities, against 
an ignorant newly-formed set of magistrates, 
under the name of Administrators of the De- 
— of the North and the district of 

ouay? Bonnaire, the Mayor, and his col- 
leagues in office—one of them, a very par- 
ticular friend to our college, Mons. Daquil- 
lon—saved themselves by flight; or the town 
would, probably, have been again watered 
with innocent blood. 

A new election ensued; it was only a fresh 
proof that the hopes and prospects of the vir- 
tuous and well-inclined were diminishing, 
and the fire and plague of patriotism were 
fast gaining ground. We found the new 
Mayor and municipals friendly, in general, 
as far as they could venture, under these 
half protections, and inefficient means of de- 
fence. We passed through many stormy 
days, in alternate hope and fear, and mea- 
sured our happiness, not so much by enjoy- 
ment of real peace, as by the escape from 
dangers, or abatement of fear. At the end 
of July, 1790, arrived Mr. Kitchen, to take 
up the Presidency, vacant by the promotion 
of Rt. Rev. W. Gibson to a mitre, and the 
Ist of August, following, the town was again 
convulsed by a quarrel between two regi- 
ments in garrison. The artillery was the 
strongest, and the regiment of Penthicore 
was obliged to march to another garrison. 
Before this, a similar quarrel had forced an- 
other regiment of cavalry out of the town. 
Thus we saw ourselves condemned to be 
garrisoned only by such regiments, as were 
most devoted to the Revolution. I must 
make one exception in favour of a Swiss re- 
giment, which persevered in unshaken fideli- 
ty and discipline. These preparatory and 
occasional alarms, served, very much, to fan 
the growing flames, and to spread the plague 
of patriotism into all the disastrous horror of 
what since has been called Terrorism, or the 
reign of terror. Every one uniformly ob- 
served, that every shock ushered in some re- 
Volutionary measure. It is easy to enume- 
rate how many fits of panic fear we suffered, 
by counting up ‘how many times ‘it was nec- 
essary to intimidate a peaceable town into a 
compliance with revolutionary measures ; 


such as were the sale of Church lands, and 
other acts of infamy and injustice. It is true, 
we suffered little in our persons; but we suf- 
fered much from the necessity of watching 
every change, and addressing degrading sup- 
plications, every month, and every week, 
collectively, or individually, to members ‘of 
the department, district, or municipality. 

I have taken no notice of the oath and ac- 
ceptation of the civil constitution of the 
Clergy. Under the banners of Religion and 
Faith, our ancestors had fought many glori- 
ous battles. Our Proto-Martyr, Mr. Cuth- 
bert Mayne, had headed, into heaven, a glo- 
rious train of heroes, from our walls. Every 
gaol in England had admired their constant, 
meek, and patient virtue; and every place of 
execution, in the land, had been consecrated 
by their martyrdoms. Exile, distress, pov- 
erty, imprisonment and death, were, to them, 
less terrific than perjury and apostacy. We 
lived near enough to times of greater fervour 
than the present, to have beheld the setting 
sun of their successors and sons, in a Chal- 
loner, a Hornyhold, a Walton, and a Butler, 
who were known more than by name. The 
warning charge and exhortations of a Butler, 
to emulate the lives of Saints, and fortitude 
of Martyrs, had not ceased from echoing in 
our pulpit. In it I have seen him stand. 
Some amongst us had been dismissed from 
England to Douay, with a prayer of bless- 
ing, from the venerable Challoner. Our li- 
brary, our schools, our church, the tradition- 
ary anecdotes in daily conversation, called 
upon us to emulate the unbending virtue, 
and steady zeal for orthodoxy, at whatever 
peril. We hoped in God, that we had not 
sat in their seats, nor read their works in 
vain. Our resolution was soon taken, and, 
thank God, we persevered. We found a 
great comfort and support from the heroism 
of the French Clergy, and laity too. The 
world at large, and England, in particular, 
has borne honourable testimony to it. A 
still more particular comfort was felt in our 
unanimity, and in the steady and fervent ex- 
amples of unanimity, faith, and ty of 
our friends and countrymen, the English 
Benedictine Monks, and Franciscan Friars. 
Equal comfort and support we felt from our 
fellow-subjects, the Scotch ard Irish Colle- 
ges. All was unanimity : a resolution to 
lose every thing, sooner than forfeit our 
faith. 

Happily, for us, and for British subjects 
in France, an English Ambassador resided 
still at Paris, and the treaty of commerce 
was still in force. We claimed the privile- 
ges and exemptions provided for us by the 
one, and craved the protection of the other. 
Our claims were admitted, and our petitions 
graciously received. One article of the 
treaty had expressly provided personal pro- 
tection and liberty for religion of British sub- 
jects. The constituted authorities stood in 
‘some awe, before these two respectable pro- 
tections. But still we were not entirely 
without molestation. The Mayor, Mons. 
Bonnaire, and municipality, who tendered 
the oath, were generally considered adverse 
to the business. We had often remarked 
the malicious ingenuity of the National As- 
sembly, and its subaltern agents, in the 
choice of the days to enforce their measures. 
The day chosen to tender the oath, and to 





invite the Clergy of Douay and the district 


,houses remained unprofaned. 








to apostacy, was the Sunday and festival of 
St. Vedast, the patron and apostle of the 
diocess of Arras. Only two of the Clergy, 
regularly attached to the service of the town, 
bent the knee to Baal. The chaplains of 
two regiments in garrison, imitated them. 
All four were pitied, shunned, and despised. 
Disappointed at Douay, as they were every 
where else, the Democrats,were glad toseduce 
any one, however degraded by immorality, 
or contemptible for ignorance. We are not 
to wonder at the fall of some few others, and 
young ecclesiastics, without the spirit of 
their vocation: Some few, very few, fell. 

Douay, and the rest of France, know what 
confusion ensued in the public service of the 
church. We soon beheld the strange sight 
of a schismatical intruder, and a Catholic 
confessor, celebrating mass, in the same 
church. The churches of the five British 
As excep- 
tions are generally odious, we began soon to 
be molested. By degrees, we were more 
reserved in admitting strangers within our 
doors. We, at last, desisted from singing, 
and contented ourselves with low mass and 
vespers. To screen ourselves from personal 
insults, we were obliged to wear the nation- 
al cockade, whenever we went abroad ; also 
to lay aside our academical cassocks and 
gowns. We were narrowly watched on both 
sides. The Catholics looked to us for a co- 
py; the apostates looked on with jealousy. 
Soon an occasion occurred, which required 
us to proclaim our adoption, or rejection of 
the schism. At the burial of any of our 
members, the whole community attended in 
a very solemn procession, from the College 
church to that of the parish, where high mass 
was sung. The corpse was carried by the 
school-fellows and companions of the deceas- 
ed. A priest was borne on the shoulders of 
his fellow-priests, and a dozen or twenty 
scholars surrounded the bier with lighted 
flambeaux. At the head of the procession, 
went the priest, deacon, and sub-deacon, 
vested for mass, with acolyths, thurifer, and 
our own choir of about thirty singers, in sur- 
plices ; besides two cope bearers from the 
Parish church. The students followed, two 
and two, in the order of the classes, in cas- 
socks. Such had always been the burial 
service. 

The first who died, was Rev. Mr. Fuller, 
an old retired missionary. The town was 
ready to observe our conduct. After we 
had, within our own walls, performed the 
whole burial service, with high mass and 
dirge, as usual, the intruded Clergy came to 
fetch away the corpse, for interment. We 
had bespoken a late hour to avoid ; 
and we had removed the coffin into the porch 
of the College gate, and not one individual 
of the house attended, any other way, than 
by a look of curiosity, from some of the win- 
dows. This open proclamation of abhor- 
rence of the schism was observed, and fol- 
lowed up by every Catholic family in town. 
Till then, some had wavered, between natu- 
ral tenderness for a deceased relative and 
ignorance; and, in this unsettled state, had 
occasionally buried at the usual time, and 
with all the concomitant solemnity of funeral 
procession and mass. From that time, it be- 
came a general practice, to bury without 
mass, or any other participation with the 
schismatics, m-prayer, or religious ceremo- 
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nies. It is easy to be conceived, that the 
jealousy and resentment of the intruders, was 
not diminished by this conduct. We were 
obliged to renew it, more than once, at the 
death of one or two others. 

Burials were not the only necessary occa- 
sion of meeting with resentment, and of ex- 
posing ourselves to its effects. On the oc- 
tave day of Corpus Christi, we absented our- 
selves from the solemn procession of the pa- 
rish of St. James, in which we lived. We 
also refused to lend our ornaments, our sil- 
ver candlesticks, thuribles, and cross. Eve- 
ry one knows our ready attendance in better 
times. Ourselves, we deemed it honourable, 
like holy David, to sing before the ark; and 
the parish paid us the honourable compli- 
ment, of carrying the canopy of state. The 
procession set off, unattended by the faith- 
ful; very few even had curiosity to come to 


the church door, to see the burlesque pa-| 


geantry of tri-coloured plumes and ribbons, 
a schismatical patriotism, though escorted, 
as usual, with a company of soldieis, under 
arms, and the military band of music.- ‘The 
zeal of the intruders was not to be damped 
by the threats of a heavy lowering sky; but, 
before they had reached the first station, at 
the nunnery hospital of St. Thomas, not more 
than two hundred yards distant from the 
church, a heavy storm of hail, rain, thunder 
and lightning, routed the procession, with all 
their ornaments, and forced them to seek 
shelter where they could. This cruel dis- 
appointment diverted the town, as it mortili- 
ed the patriotic devotees. Indeed, through- 
out France, similar disappointinents of heavy 
showers, had so often attended on the patri- 
otic festivals, that they could not escape ob- 
servation. A newspaper remarked it, with 
saying, ‘‘ Il semble que la pluie vient toujours 
se meler de nos feles palriotiques.”” Every one 
remembers the famous 14th of July, in the 
Champ de Mars.* 


[TO BE CONTINUED.] 








* History has seldom recorded a storm, so terrific in 
its appearances, and so disastrous in its consequences, as 
that, with which France was visited, on the 13th of Ju- 
ly 1788. ‘*Whiat fell,’’ says the account of it, in the 
Gentleman’s Magazine, of that month, p. 654, ‘‘could 


not be called hail: they were enormous pieces of ice, of 


several pounds weight, by which lambs, sheep, aud even 
cows, were killed, and many people dangerously woun- 
ded.’? ‘“Ihe Archbishop of Paris published a mandate, 
on the occasion, recommending to all the Rectors, Vic- 
ars, and Curates of his diocess, to make the largest col- 
lection they could, in behalf of the poor suflerers,’’— 
Ibid. p. 741. On the same account, the king created a 
lottery, consisting of twelve millions of livres; and, in 


the preamble of the scheme, sets forth, ‘that the most | day, in the Cathedral of the Hoty Cross, in| The Bisho 


dreadful accounts are daily brought to the secretary’s 
office, of the unheard-of ravages and devastations, occa- 
sioned, through the extent of upwards of forty leagues, 
by the late terrible storm; whole harvests destroyed, at 
the very instant of being blessed with the finest crops 
ever seen; almost all the vines cut off, and torn up by 
the roots, without any hepes of their re-producing for 
several years; men knocked down and struck dead on 
the plains, by hail, of so uncommon a size, as to sir- 
pass any of the kind, in the memory of man ; a great 
many villages totally ruined; consternation aud despair 
spread over large tracts of land, generally ranked among 
the most fruitful in France. ‘These doleful particulars, 
the truth of which is attested by so much misery, and so 
many tears, have determined his majesty to have re- 
course to some plausible means, that may, ia some 
measuie, retrieve part of the losses, so heavily sustained, 
by so many individuals; and, although he has adopted a 
pin of economy, to which he means strictly to adhere, 


cannot help embracing the earliest opportunity of | 


being liberal of his succours. iis majesty is resolved, 


| dred thousand livres, to the relief of the unhappy suffer- 


ers, assuring them, af the same time, that a proper de- 


duction shall be made, this year, in the assessment of 


the taxes. The above sum, however, being but small 
|by the late calamity, his majesty proposes a lottery, 
| &e.”? 


| Some of the farmers,”’ continues the account, ‘‘who | 


have been offered considerable sums to indemnify them 


and insufficient to repair the horrid mischief, occasioned 


| ed in the form of cloven tongues of fire, ahd 
/sat upon the Apostles and Disciples, the Sa- 
‘crament of Confirmation was, in conformity 
with Apostolic usage, conferred in the 
Church of the Holy Cross. 


| The services of the day excited uncommon 


for their losses, and to enable them to carry on, with | Interest, and called forth the purest wishes of 


spirit, the cultivation of their lands, with new seeds, 


_the human heart. 


imp! ts, &e. h ily refused, on ac- | 
pone pa ne Sante gta 2 The weather was favorable to the occa- 


count-of a foolish report that prevails in some parts of | 
‘the country, where the storm happened. ‘They say, sion. At the First Mass, there were nearly 


that two giants were seen, peeping out of the clouds, | 


and threatening, with terrible countenances, gigantic 


200 communicants ; several of whom ap- 


frowns, and high-sounding words, that they would re- | proached the table of the Lord for the first 


turn next year, on the same 13th day of July, with 
greater scourges than the present one. ‘Terrified, 
either at the report, or at the fancied sight of the giants, 
| which terror, and a weak brain will often produce; ma- 


iny of the unhappy sufferers have abandoned their hous- 


es, and turned beggars. This story, though hardly 
, credible, may be depended on, as a fact.”” 

Whatever may be thought of the story of the giants, 
it is a fact, that the above account was published in 
the Gentleman’s Magazine, for August, 1788, p. 
742; and that the Revolution broke out in France, 


| ‘the next year,” and on the 14th of July, 1789. 
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We have every reason to be grateful to 
|Heaven for the progressive march of the 
| Holy Catholic Religion throughout Bos- 
ton, and the New England States. The 
| virtuous mind, whose object is salvation, on- 
ly requires to know our doctrine, in order to 
|admire and embrace it. In no part of Ame- 
‘rica has there been a more rancorous oppo- 
sition made by Calvinism to Catholicity, than 
|in this Diocess: in no part has that opposi- 
‘tion been more fairly met and more satisfac- 


‘torily put down. To the Catholic Church 


and to Him who built it upon the Prince of| 


ithe Apostles, be the honor and glory ascrib- 
‘ed. While the happy fruitfulness of Catho- 
‘lic Faith in the vast majority of those, on 
whose childhood it had been engrafted, pre- 
sents to the unprejudiced observer, a large 
volume of the most edifying instruction; it was 


| 


no less gratifying to witness the victorious 
results which Truth displayed, on Sunday 
last, over calumny and Calvinism. On that 


this city, the Catholic Christian had every 


jreason to rejoice and glory in the Faith 
which was once delivered to the Saints, and 


| which has descended even unto him through 
the. unbroken channels of the Church of God. | 
The enemies of that Church, had any of| 


them been present on the occasion, must 


have had abundant cause for confusion, con- | 


_Viction and conversion, while many of the 
converts who cordially participated in the 
joyfulness and reaped the benefit of the 
\scene, must have exclaimed, “it is good for 


|us to be here.” 


| Sunday last, being the festival of Pente- 


‘time. At the. Second Mass, upwards of 


eighty children made their first communion, 


‘and about seventy Adults partook of “ the 
Bread of Life.” Solemn High Mass com- 
menced at a quarter past ten o’clock; the 
Right Rev. Bishop Fenwick officiated in 
semi-pontificals; Very Rev. T. J. O’Flaherty 
acted as Priest, accompanied by the Rev.W. 
Wiley, as Deacon, and Rev. W. Tyler, as 
‘Sub-Deacon. At the end of the Gospel, the 
Candidates for Confirmation entered the 
sanctuary. The girls and women occupied 
the Epistle, and the boys and men the Gos- 
pel side of the altar. The former were prin- 
cipally robed and veiled in white. Immedi- 
ately after the Gospel, the choir sung the 
Veni, Creator; at the conclusion of whieh, 
ithe Bishop addressed the Candidates in.a 
very paternal and impressive manner, upon 
ithe nature, and importance of the Sacrament, 
jthe duties they had to perform to society, 
| their religion and their God; after which he 
administered confirmation to 149 persons, 
At this Mass also the Holy Communion was 
given to nearly sixty persons. So that 
the number of communicants on that day 
amounted to about 410. This fact speaks 
volumes for the regularity and piety of the 
|Catholics of Boston, while the number of 
those who were confirmed, among whom 
| were some that became Catholics, since the 
late Calvinistic attack against the Holy Ca- 
\tholic Church, affords the most striking and 
encouraging evidence of the progress of 
|‘Truth in this former empire of Calvinism. 

p, at Vespers, addressed those 
who were confirmed in the forenoon, and it 
is to be hoped that they will ever bear in 
|mind the excellent instruction which he had 


imparted to them in the course of that day. 











| Very many Ladies and Gentlemen of 
other religious denominations, were present 
at Mass and Vespers, and we have reason 
to believe that the ceremonies and services 
of the day had produced in their minds a most 
salutary impression. May it lead to their 
conversion and immortal happiness! 


A FACT. 
When the Calvinistic Ministers fancicd themselves 
sufficiently convalescent from the Dengue-like fever into 





therefore, to devote the sim of oue million, two hun-' cost, when the Holy Ghost. visibly descend-! which the late Catholic Lectures had thrown them, in 
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this city, they conceived and acted upon the scheme of 
a four, or a six days meeting, to counteract, if possible, 
the effects of these Lectures upon the public mind. ‘A 
chosen few’’ of ‘the predestined saints’’ sallied forth 
from the ‘‘Legion’’? Army, and made a dead-set upon a 
large Factory, not many miles from Dover, N. Hamp- 
shire. The Factory was then, as it is now, filled with 
girls. The Calvinistic saints offered them religion, and 
of course panegyrized its paramount importance and 
worth. The poor, simple girls, having their feelings and 
imagination beleaguered for six successive days, by these 
cunning serpents and roaring lions, became hysterical, 
fancied they saw Satan in the midst of his tormenting 
element, and in a paroxysm of their transient mania, 
were neard to screech and roar for salvation. The 
crafty Calvinistic jugglers seized upon the favorable mo- 
ment, and prevailed upon them to show their love to 
the Saviour, by parting with their rings, gold pins, 
little crosses and other trinkets for the support of the 
Missionaries among the Indians ! ! ! 

These poor, industrious girls were simple enough to be 
galled by the itinerant sharpers, who, ag charity vegins 
at home, believed that such ornaments would be highly 
gratifying to the dear members of their own household.— 
They pocketted the plunder, laughed at the well-mean- 
ing dupes, and suffered, of course, the poor Indians to go 
without money or marbles. The misfortune is, that 
all this had happened before the Proprietors of the Fac- 
tory ordered the noisy, mischief-making missionaries, 
to quit the premises. 

Why will not public sentiment and the public presses 
check the unblushing imposture of these walking monu- 
ments of degraded humanity? 





THE ‘* PICTURE.”’ 
It appears that the Editor of a little Pa- 


per in this city, called the Evening Tran- 
script,has,in the Lottery of human accidents, 
drawn a Prize—to represent a ward or dis- 
trict of this good city. It would be unfair to 
quarrel with the people on the subject of taste, 


Representative, we will not say, in a spirit of 
sympathy with his brother “Protestant,” re- 
presents the article as if he were the father of 
it. He gives neither chapter nor verse for 
his assertions; why should he? his pride, 
and strut, and dignity of office entitle him to 
full credit! 

“A Picture. In 1829, the population of 
Sicily, amounted to 1,780,000 souls; 300,000 
of these were ecclesiastics,or living on church 
revenues.”” So much the better for the mo- 
rality of Sicily, for such “living,” in point of 
economy and justice, is preferable to the 
mode in which the mock-ecclesiastices of an 
absurdly called Reformation, grind down the 
people by obliging them to contribute to the 
Bible, Tract, Missionary and Education So- 
cieties, and to the support of superannuated 
Ministers, the desolate widows and the 
numerous Evangelic brats of departed “‘ Bro- 
thers.”” Was there ever canting imposture, 
or fraud equal to this ? “In addition to 
these, there were 30,000 monks, and 30,000 
nuns. Thus, it is seen, that one fifth of the 
whole population belong to some ecclesias- 
tical or monastic order.” 

Happv would it be for the morals, peace, 
true knowledge and piety of America, had 
she such citizens, within her boundaries: 
and happy would the people be, if even the 
thousandth part of her populatisn belonged to! 
some ‘ ecclesiastical or monastic order,” 
knavery, hypocrisy, disorder and infidelity 
would not be as prevalent here, as they unfor- 
,tunately are. 

‘In Malta, the day before Good Friday of | 








| 








“Mother of God? Even your apparent 
Episcopalianism will acknowledge this, and 
may not object to your keeping an image or 
picture of a friend, even of a sweet-heart. 
‘‘Even dram sellers keep a lamp ever burn- 
ing in the evening before one of her pictures, 
in a conspicuous place.” The Painter may 
now be a member of the Temperance Socie- 
ty, although we may infer from his knowl- 
edge of ‘‘dram-sellers,” that “he was not so 
from the beginning.” ‘It is said too, that in 
the most infamous houses, a lamp is kept 
burning before the Virgin, to invoke her 
aid in gaining the wages of prostitution.” — 
The painter speaks cautiously on this sub- 
ject, we hope that he was not a contributor 
to the lamps, or “wages.”’ In his next daub 
we may expect much more correctness and 
chasteness from the Representative Editor of 
the Transcript. 





Let the reader contrast the following prac- 
tice with that of the Apostles and their legiti- 
mate successors, and he will see the incum- 
brance which the Minister-system entails up- 
on society. Why do-not Protestant congre- 
gations enjoin celibacy even for political, or 
economical motives, upon their ministers, 
who,even in death,may be considered a bore 
to the people. 

““CoNVENTION SERMON. To-morrow (Thurs- 
day) a Sermon will be preached in Brattle- 
street church, at 12 o’clock, by Rev. Dr. 
Codman, before the Convention of Congre- 
gational Ministers. After the sermon a eel- 
lection, will, according to ancient usage, be 
taken up for the relief of the widows of de- 
ceased ministers. In by-gone days many of 


especially when the Representalive and the | last year, a visitor saw four or five persons, | our opulent men were accustomed to impart 
constituents “are all honourable men,” We so habited that they could not be known, | sums on this occasion which carried cheer- 
cannot sufficiently admire the gratitude of| passing through the streets from one Mass | fulness to the lonely dwelling of the widow. 

R se aie this ecblichitids Guna | ceneies Suk eeietieie: “weld Sebaien elalaie tied Where are now the Phillipses and the Eliots? 
the Representative ol 1€ ennobling rm u A avy | They are gone to their rewards ; and are 
thus conferred upon him. He occasionally | fast to each ancle. . Another saw more than | there not others who are desirous of reaping 
appears on the tip-toe of breathless anxiety | twenty, similarly circumstanced, performing such rewards as follow works of beneficence? 


to prove his patriotism, and the propriety of| penances thus, forfulfillingsuperstitiousvows.” | A poor widow in a letter imploring some 


their choice; in a word, that “there is no 
mistake” in him. This sapient Solon, how- 
ever, shews one weak point, which. his con- 
stituents ought to know. Herein he is 
silly enough to suppose, that by letting off 
occasional squibs against Catholicity, he 
imparts an additional relish to his Editorial 
fare, gives a public proof of his aversion to 
the Holy Catholic Church, and will thereby 


infallibly secure a re-election! Alas! Poor 


politician! Such were not his feelings, nor | home rank falsehoods and lies, as the credu-| 


was such his interest when he tarried in 
South America. But we forgot, that, accor- 
ding to some folks, “all is fair in polics.” 
Who knows but in the course of time, and in 
this free country, his modesty may lead him 
towards the Presidency ?—To the “picture.” 
We shall sprinkle it with a few remarks. Its 
style and diction wear the impress of the profli- 
gate “ Protestant’’of New York,but the Boston 


On the score of their veracity and orthedoxr 
faith, and their good feeling towards the Ca- 
tholic Religion, the Editor of the Transcript 
and he of “the Protestant,” seem to hang 
_together—in the “heavy chains” of harmony 
land love. “About one sixth of the male po- 
pulation of Malta belongs to Ecclesiastical 
or Monastic orders.” - So much the worse 
for the hungry wolves, who, as JWissionaries, 
visit that place, and of course, must serd 





lous American people must get something for 
the enormous contributions, which these 
cunning hypocrites and voracious Pharisees 
require of them. “It is remarkable to what 
an elevation the Romish churches have rais- 
ed the Virgin Mary in the view of the peo- 
ple. Images and pictures of her are in every 
shop.”? Very justly, Mr. Painter, has not 





‘portion of this bounty, apologised for not 
paying the postage on her letter saying she 
|had not: possessed so much money as ten 
‘cents for several months past.” 


, pies , 
| Why, after this begging remonstrance, will 


wife-Joving ministers from their pulpits and 
presses condemn the Roman Catholic Clergy 
|for not marrying, 


and throwing so many 
helpless and unfortunate beings upon society? 





From the Truth Teller. 

Sin:—That an independent Press is justly 
considered the basis of liberty, civil and re- 
ligious, its regenerating influence within the 
last fifty years sufficiently demonstrates.— 
Perfectly aware, Sir, that you are the con- 
ductor of such an establishment, I trust you 
will indulge me in making a few passing re- 
marks through the medium of your columns, 
when all that I hold dear to me, as a citizen 
of these United States, is wantonly and pub- 
licly assailed—my civil and religious liberty. 





Omnipotence raised her to the dignity of| In these two words—civil and religious—are 
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contained all the relations which man holds 
With man, atid man with his Maker. The 
redeeming spirits of the Revolution, that 
breasted the falsely imagined irresistible 
force of British despotism, should be vene- 
rated by every friend to the rights of man, 
They have a temple in my heart, which, as 
long as it continues to vibrate, shall remain 
unpolluted by sordid influence. They have 
planted the Tree of Liberty in America,— 
watered, enriched, and pruned it, by saluta- 
ry laws;—the soil was fertile—the climate 
was favourable—it sprang up, the terror of 
tyrants; it extended its branches north and 
south over the western hemisphere ; they 
overhang the Atlantic ; and_ are. rapidly 
spreading themselves all over Europe.—The 
despot of France lets fall the sceptre from 
his palsied grasp, and hides himself in what 
he may consider the last retreat, or strongest 
hold of European oppression. The Belgians 
and Poles have burst their bands, and hurled 
the tyrants from thrones of fancied security ; 
and I fondly hope the time will come, and is 
fast approaching, when all the nations of the 
earth will bask beneath its genial influence; 
and when the withering breath of the hire- 
ling slave or minion of power will no longer 
nip the buds of liberty. 

The right of worshipping God according 
to the dictates of conscience, is a right that 
is wisely guaranteed and secured to every 
individual within the confines of this great 
commonwealth, by our excellent constitution. 
It recognizes no sect—it restrains and pun- 
ishes persecution, when it assumes to itself 
the semblance of violence-—but it cannot 
cast out the demons of prejudice and misrep- 
resentation. In looking over the history of 
past times, we see religious incendiaries the 
most dangerous and tormidable characters on 
record—fanning the flames of dissention— 
bursting the bands of national alliance— 
drenching communities in blood; and hurling 
devastation amongst unoffending and devoted 
victims. But at this time, and in this vast 
and enlightened Republic, no apprehension 
of this kind can for a moment disturb our im- 
aginations. We have the strong protection 
of the laws, based upon rational and social 
liberty. Here the dignified preacher of eve- 
ry persuasion pursues the course which con- 
science points out to him, -in edifying his 
flock, without the fear of molestation, or with 
no other interruption than that which oeca- 


sionally arises from the attempts of underting | 


clerical scavengers to fling the mud of mis- 
representation in his way. 

Mr. Edicor, I sincerely wish to cultivate 
harmony and good-will towards my brethren 
of mankind; and any doctrine that would en- 
gender in me a sourness of mind, or intoler- 
ant spirit to invalidate the charity I fell for 
all—I say, may God deliver me from such 
doctrine. I have the happiness, Sir, (let 
others think of it as they may) and which 1 
value above all earthly happiness, to be a 
member of the One, Holy, Catholic, and 
Apostolic Church. I believe in her doctrines 
as unhesitatingly as I believe in the exist- 
ence of that God who created me, and that he 
established His Church, and promised to be 
with her to the end of the world: and not- 
withstanding the assertion of the immortal 
Curran, that “nothing which appertains to 
men is exempt from the stroke of death,” I 
vaclive that this one thing, the Catholic 


Church, which pertains to him, is exempted 
from the tyrant’s shalt; and while kingdoms 
and empires rise and fall, and freedom and 
slavery perform their revolutions, she re- 
mains unchangeable and unchanged to the 
very end of time. In America, I am sorry 
to say, this is an unpopular doctrine: atid 
nothing but a firm reliance on the promises 
of Christ, as taught by her, could prevent a 

eneral apostacy. Her rigid precepts and 
Siscipline are not shaped to please, or flatter 
the ambition or caprice of her members: and 
they have but little hope of being promoted 
to any offices of trust or profit, however em- 
inently qualified, through the odium heaped 
on them by dissenting ministers; that, by the 
bye, it might be considered as a prime arti- 
cle in their different creeds, to make war of 
words against Catholics. 

Never did I hear this war of words waged 
with more determined virulence,vulgar abuse, 
and palpable misrepresentation than on the 
evening of Thursday Jast, at the Cameroni- 
an church in this city. I heard but part of 
the learned gentleman’s lecture—lectare did 
I call it? there is not a word in the vocabu- 
lary of any lenguage by which it may be de- 
nominated! But let it be nameless—how 
edifying'—what sentiments of good-will to- 
wards men! When I entered the church, he 
was treating of purgatory ; and after dealing 
out his impassioned eloquence on this ‘‘ inven- 
tion of Popery” at a round rate, he dismis- 
sed the subject by saying, that “the Catholic 
clergy implored the souls in purgatory, by 
which they derived immense revenues.” 
The next lucrative invention of the Catholic 
priesthood was auricular confession, where 
they assumed thé right of forgiving sins, and 
wrested it from their Maker. The usurpa- 
tion of the Pope—the spiritual thraldom in 
which the clergy kept the people—their ig- 
norance, occasioned by Popish policy—not 





suffered to read the Bible—worshipping im- 
ages—with other blasphemous and idolatrous 
practices maintained in the Catholio church 
—were all denounced with no small show of 
pious fervency,—calling her a harlot, the mo- 
ther of blasphemy, superstition, idolatry, and 
despotism. Horrible!! These gross cal- 
umnies heaped on the church are too glaring 
to need refutation. I did not address you 
|for that purpose. Any man acquainted with 
}her practices, or who takes the trouble of 
jreading dectrinal or controversial Catholic 
books will be satisfied of his error. He af- 
firmed, likewise, that not a single lay Catho- 
lic had a Bible in his possession. I myself, 
and many other Catholics of the city of Al- 
bany, without going farther, can give the lie 
to this asservation of that truly veracious di- 
vine. Would to God! that American Prot- 
estants could view Catholicity, as it really is, 
in its own native and unsullied dress, instead 
of that monster, false Catholicity, which 
Protestant divines present to their followers, 
clothed with their inventions of the foulest 
fashions of hideous deformity, in which they 
seem seduleusly busied in picus emulation; 
and I am convinced, that religious animosity 
and prejudice would be exterminated, and 
social intercourse and mutual confidence 
substituted. 

To pass over many of his sage remarks, 
and (to me) novel imputations, he said, that 
though Luther and Calvin were ordained in 
the Catholic church, yet they were Protest- 





ants through the Waldenses ; and it was 
laughable to hear his proofs of the existence 
of Protestantism before the Reformation, as 
he called it, until he lost fhe fountain-head 
in the impenetrable mists of invisibility! what 
has he not entailed on the Protestant doc- 
trines? Let his hearers answer; and espec- 
jially on that Protestant foundling, yclept 
|Cameronianism, adopted and nursed by Ri- 
|chard Cameron, in the fields and wilds of 
Scotland, of which he is an able advocate! 
He, in winding up his abuse, asserted that 
Catholicity was hostile to civil biberty, and 
that poverty and despotism followed in her 
train, or words to this effect; and directed 
his awe-struck hearers to the wretched con- 
dition of the people 6f lreland—of Italy—of 
South America—of Lower Canada; and con- 
trasted it with the peace and plenty that per- 
vaded Scotland.—Oh! may the shade of the 
Duke of Argyle catch the hallowed testimo- 
ny of plenty from the preacher’s lips, and 
|waft it om ,high to the departed spirits of 
Scotland. And had he traced the poverty 
| of the Irish to its legitimate source, he would 
i|have found that a Protestant ministry and a 
“Protestant prelacy have wrested from poy- 
erty and Popery the means of their own lux- 
ury and dissipation.”” How could he have 
the hardihood, with the recent and glorious 
achievments of Catholic France, Catholic 
Belgium, and Catholic Poland staring him 
in the face, to make such gross assertions? 
But, says he, France is not Catholic, she is 
infidel: ergo her prosperity, sacred logician! 

To the laudable and persevering industry 
of the Catholic clergy of Ireland, in erecting 
schools, and directing the education of the 
rising generation these twenty years past, 
that Catholic teachers were permitied to in- 
struct youth, and spread intelligence through- 
out the land, are justly ascribed the bold and 
unshaken efforts the people are now makin 
to obtain civil liberty; and shall I be tol 
that Catholic principles are inimical to liber- 
ty? God forbid by any man in his senses!— 
Here I will quote the toast of an American 
Protestant, Mr. Ellis of Boston, at a public 
dinner last month:—‘“ The Catholics of the 
nineteenth century—the firm, uncompromis- 
ing advocates of civil and religious liberty.” 
Will he be willing to acknowledge the pat- 
riotism of that unbribed, unbought, untirin 
friend of universal emancipation, DANIE 
O’CONNELL, who spurns the pensions, 
dignities, and gold of ministerial bribery 
when his country is the price;—at the echo 
of whose name and mighty talents, methinks 
I see the puny calumniator, whoever or 
wherever he may be, instinctively hide his 
diminished head, and coil himself up within 
his inseparable incrustations of ignorance. 
And, wonderful to tell, this man is the sin- 
cere and humble Catholic—astonishing his 
sagacity has not detected the absurdities of 
Catholicity! but she shrinks not from scru- 
tiny. However strange it may appear, I will 
rmake the assertion without the fear of con- 
tradiction, that of ail these who are styled en- 
lightened men in Christendom, a vast majority 
is Catholic. 

Mr. Editor,—I can easily infer why he 
wastes so much of his precious time in abus- 
ing Catholics, and particularly Irish Catho- 
lics, and denouncing them, as I am told, on 
many occasions in his peculiar and happy: 
style of rhodomontade. It is because he. 
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views their prosperity in this city with envi- 
ous eyes; he seeks to irritate their feelings 
with opprobrious Janguage, in order to be- 
tray them into some breach of the peace, and 
thereby attract the notice and excite the 
commiseration of his Protestant brethren.— 
He may spit his poison—he may hold up the 
bug-bears of Popery to his few hearers, and 
make them as prejudiced and implacable as 
himself ; but I tell him his efforts are fruit- 
less in endeavouring to draw the Irish Cath- 
olic from the tenor of his way. 

I will conclude this article with begging 
our indulgence for its length; but it swel- 
led beyond what I at first intended. It is 
not my purpose to wage a religious disputa- 
tion with this gentleman.—“I think it folly 
to dispute upon many things disputable. If 
you cannot agree, you may consent to disa- 
gree, and think differently with your friend 
without quarrelling with him.” My motive 
isto show, that Catholics are the stern ad- 
vocates of civil and religious liberty. I shall 
take my leave of the gentleman of the Came- 
ronian Church, and wish he may in future 
cultivate the virtue of charity. 

I am, sir, respectfully yours, &c. 


AN IRISH CATHOLIC. 





ON THE NICENE CREED. 
He that cometh to God must believe. St. PauL, Hes. 
xi. 6 

The church appears to have been penetra- 
ted with the force of this truth, when she in- 
troduced the Creed into her preparation to 
the holy mysteries: it is a proof of the ear- 
nest desire she feels, that the. faithful should 
approach this oblation in that spirit of faith, 
which produces a feeling conviction both of 
the majesty of Him to whom the sacrifice is 
offered, and of the mercy of that God, who 
has condescended to become a victim for us, 


oe 
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which the sub-deacon points as he presents 
the book, he begins his profession of faith by 
this answer: I believe, from my heart, what my 
mouth ulters. I judged it necessary thus mi- 
nutely to detail these circumstances, because 
they strike me, as being analogous to the 
profession of faith that immediately follows. 
After having said, in a low voice, to the mi- 
nister who presents the holy gospel, I believe, 
the priest immediately repeats aloud to all 
the faithful present; I believe in one God, §c. 
he thus invites them to join with him in a 
public confession of that faith, which he has 
been secretly making in their name. 


A symbol, in the general acceptation of the 
term, implies a sign or mark, but when ap- 
plied.to matters of belief, it signifies a form- 
ulary or profession of faith. Even in the 
time of the apostles, the church had adopted 
a certain form in publishing the doctrines 
that were to be received by all the faithful; 
and this form is what we distinguish by the 
appellation of the Apostles’ creed. In the 
course of time this formulary has varied ac- 
cording to circumstances, in order to coun- 
teract the various errors that have arisen 
against particular doctrines: that is, the 
church, without making any change in what 
appertains to faith, has added such expres- 
sions and explanations as served to clear up 
those points that were contested by various 
heresiarchs. The Creed sung during the 
Mass, is the same that was composed by the 
general council assembled at Nice: it is also 
called the Creed of Constantinople, because 
in the general council held in that city, some 
slight alterations were made relative to cer- 
tain errors that had recently sprung up there. 
The church imagined that this formulary, ‘as 


‘merited death by sin. 





more especially let it be engraven on our 
hearts; let us resolve to make our actions 
correspond with our professions; let no con- 
siderations induce us to belie the dignity of 
the situation in which the church places us 
when we make this public confession of our 
faith. 


-It is the custom for all to kneel at the mo- 
ment the church announces the mystery of 
the incarnation, with a view, no doubt, to 
honour by this act of humiliation, the pro- 
found humility of Jesus Christ: for accord- 
ing to the expression of Saint Augustine ; 
‘A God that is humble, should be approach- 
ed only in humility;’ not in the humiliation 
of the body, but of the heart, which ought, 
at this moment, to be feelingly penetrated 
with the greatness of the sacrifice which God 
was pleased to make, in order to secure our 
freedom from the bondage of sin; for he dis- 
dained not to take the form of a slave: He 
was made man. He condescended to become 
a man of poverty—he to whom all nature is 
subject; he was a man obscure and unknown 
—he who claimed descent from the princes 
of Judah, and was established the King of 
nations; a mortal man—he who had never 
Let every creature, 
therefore, abase himself at the idea of a mys- 
tery, in which, according to the church, a 
God from the height of his glory, descended 
into the profound abyss of indignity and hu- 
miliation. 

What heartfelt sentiments of veneration, 
confidence, humility and love, should accom- 
pany the recitation of this formulary of faith! 
I am not surprised, that on her great solem- 
nities, the church accompanies this public 
profession of her faith with such pomp and 








being more explicit than that received from 
the apostles, would be still more proper to 
inspire Christians with respect for the doc- 
trines it contains, and with fidelity to honour 





in proportion to the sincerity and fervour of 
our faith, she estimates our worthiness to} 
participate in this holy oblation, from which | 


she rejects all such as hesitate in the belief| 
of her various mysteries. | 

It is here, that the first part of the Mass | 
terminates, which was heretofore called the | 


Mass of the catechumens. It is here that all | 


those preparations end, by which the charch | 


seeks to instruct us in all the dispositions 
which the Sacrifice requires. It is not the 
least interesting part of the solemn service. 
Indeed, nothing can be better calculated to 
ove the heart, and induce it to bring to this 
oily sacrifice of our religion, that sacrifice 
ofthe mind, by which all its powers are sub- 
jected to the light and guidance of faith. I 
will endeavour to compress within the nar- 
tow bounds of a single instruction, all the 
truths that are inculcated in this part of the 
Mass. 

The church recites the symbol of faith im- 
mediately after the close of the. gospel: no- 
thing could be more appropriate, than that 
this exposition of faith should follow the doc- 
tines and precepts which Jesus Christ has 
therein revealed. When the gospel is fin- 
ished, the priest, in private Masses, res- 
pectfully kisses the sacred volume that 
Contains these doctrines of salvation, and at 
the same time says: may our sins be effaced 
by the words of life which we have pronounced. 

solemn Masses, after observing the same 


| tice. 





‘tremony, by kissing the sacred words to 
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them in their practice. The faith which we 
possess is always the same, whether we re- 
cite the formulary transmitted to us from the 
apostles; whether, with the church, we sing 
the Nicene Creed, or follow the long exposi- 
tion of faith which is attributed to St. Atha- 
nasius, and recited by the church on all Sun- 
days at Prime. In each of these formula- | 
ries, we shall find the same mysteries, and | 
we should profess them with the same senti- | 
ments of faith and veneration. | 





It is a custom ordained by the church, that | 
the creed should be recited standing; this) 
posture has always been regarded as expres- | 
sive of the willingness we should feel to hon- | 
our our faith, not only in word but in prac-| 
We should be ever ready to march, if, 
necessary, in defence of the Gospel, and 
manfully oppose such as presume to attack 
its veracity. Few Christians reflect on this 
duty; few feel solicitous to satisfy the obliga- 
tions it imposes, especially at a time when 
every thing is boldly called in question. It 
is only the enemies of the church who dare 
‘to arise and stand boldly forward, whilst the 
children of faith, either through ignorance or 
cowardice, sit and fold their arms in shame- 
ful indifference. Ah, let us never forget, 
that the moment in which we assist at the 
holy sacrifice, is, of all others, the most im- 
portant to renew that firmness and constan- 
cy, which our faith requires. Let this dec- 





laration, I believe, be ever on otr lips, but 


solemnity, and that, on these occasions, she 
causes all her ministers to kiss the holy Gos- 
pel. She wishes, by this custom, to teach 
the people that every truth proposed to their 
belief is contained in this sacred volume, and 
that the avowal pronounced by the lips of the 
minister, ought to be solemnly treasured up 
in the hearts of all the faithful; that to each 
truth, to each article of faith, all present 
should be in a disposition to answer with 
sincerity; I believe from my heart, what my 
mouth ulters. My heart believes it, because 
it takes the liveliest interest in this belief ; 
because the surest and most animating hopes 
result from this belief ; because each myste- 
ry that I profess is a pledge by which I am 
entitled to the most exalted, and the most 
consoling privileges ; what I pronounce with 
my lips, | make a resolution to profess by my 
whole conduct. 


How comprehensive, is this word Con- 
fiteor, 1 confess, which we repeat in the 
creed ! how expressive of the many obli- 
gations by which that Christian is bound, 
who is sincerely desirous of acting up to his 
professions ! there is not a single circum- 
stance in life, in which he ought not to re- 
duce into practice the sentiments contained 
in this single word. In conversation, he 
ought neither willingly to listen to sugges- 
tions contrary to faith, nor to hazard any 
doubtful principles himself, but boldly and 
honestly to profess the truth; in his reading 
he should carefully avoid the works of such 
insidious writers, as either attack or misrep- 
resent the principles of his faith; in the so- 
cieties he frequents, by keeping a strict 
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guard against those who would sneer him| 
out of his religion; in his thoughts which he 
should continually turn towards Him who is 
the object of his faith; in his desires, which 
he should so regulate, as never to lose sight 
of those true riches—the good things of eter- 
nity which religion holds forth; in his affec- 
tions, which he should govern in all things’ 
conformable to those of Jesus Christ. It is| 
he who has taught us how to believe; it is| 
he who has also taught us never to separate 
the faith of the mind from that of the heart, 
or the avowal of our lips from the prac- 
tice of our lives. He began by. practising 
what he taught; he never ceased to exercise 
the virtues which he recommended. In pe- 
rusing his blessed life, who will not be oblig- 
ed to confess that he has felt his heart more 
influenced by the actions than the words of 
his blessed Redeemer: by the latter he) 
pointed out the way, by the former he con-) 
ducted us therein. By his precepts he, 
taught us that we might be happy ; by his) 
examples he rendered us so. It is not, 

therefore, a barren devotion which the church 

seeks to inspire, by enjoining us to make this | 
public profession of our faith ; she is desir-| 
eus that he who bears the name of one of the! 
faithful, should be so in deed and effect: 
faithful in the midst of his brethren, by the) 
sanctity of his conversation, and the edifica-| 





ine faith be extinguished in the heart; and 
the church will have the bitterness to behold 
the greater number of her*children either 


3. THe Yourn’s Director; or familiar In- 


structions for Young People; which may be found 
useful also, to persons of every sex, age, and condi- 
tion of life; illustrated with a number of historical 


believing their faith by their conduct, dishon- | traits and edifying examples; translated from the 


ouring it by their blasphemies, or betraying 
its interests by a base and criminal silence. 
As for us, let us strive to become a conso- 


French.—24 mo. 


Per doz. $4 50; retail, 43 3-4 ets, 


4, INvinciBLE Reasons, which should forever 


attach a Roman Catholic to his Religion, and en- 


lation to this our tender mother, by a lively | gage all Protestants to embrace the same.—24 mo, 


faith which faulters pot in its belief; by an 
humble faith that relies not on the strength 
of its own rhason; by a submissive faith, that 
avoids all cavil and dispute ; by a sincere 
and active faith, that is always consistent 
with itself. Let us regard the appellation of 
children of faith as the most honourable of 
all titles, as in effect it is, by the union 
which it forms between us and the Almighty, 
and by the high privileges it confers, in ren- 
dering us the co-heirs of Jesus Christ; hence 
the church terminates the creed with these 
words; I believe in the life of the world to come. 
Yes, I believe in this future life; I expect it 
in all the fervour of hope; I demand it with 
all the energy that the spirit of God can in- 
spire; I will dispose myself for the posses- 
sion thereof with all the zeal and fidelity that 


the grace of God can form in my heart, and | 


I will never cease to repeat here below the 
amen, which is expressive of the most ardent 
desire, till admitted to the realms of the bles- 


True Cuurcnu; by CarpINAL GERDIL. 


per doz. 30 cents; retail, 3 cents. 


5. A sHort ExposiTIoNn OF THE MARKs oF Tuy 
Translat- 
ed from the French, for the first time; to which is prefix- 
ed a brief and interesting sketch of the life of the illus- 
trious writer. Price, $1 per dozen, 12 1-2 cents single, 


6. A sure Way to find out THE True Rez. 
GION, in a conversation between a Father and his Son, 
by the late Rev. T. Baddely.—18mo.—Price $2, per 
doz: 20 cents single. 


7. A Suaver for Joun CuHet14er, Methodist 
Preacher; or, a Vindication of the Doctrine of the Real 
Presence of Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist, as taught 
by the Catholic Church: in two letters to a friend; by 
the Rev. J. A. Mason, formerly a Methedist Preacher, 
—18mo.—Price 50 cents per doz: 6 1-4 cents single, 


8. MAN’S ONLY AFFAIR; OF REFLECTIONS on the 
four last things to be remembered. ‘Translated from the 
- <A . . : 
French; to which are added Morning and Evening Pray- 

) i t) 7 

ers; Prayers of Mass, accompanied with a short explana- 
tion of its Ceremonies; and Vespers. 24mo.—Price $8, 
per dozen; 31 cents retail. 


9. Tue Tripte Cuorp; or Three plain reasons 
b] 








sed, I can chaunt that amen, ‘which will be 


tion of his example; faithful under adversity, | an everlasting avowal of my love and grati- | why no Roman Catholic can conform to the Protestant 


by patience and submission, by his unshak-, 
en hopes in that better life which shall amply | 
repay him for all his sorrows and sufferings | 
in this ; faithful under temptation, by his, 
firmness and constancy, by his detestation of | 


tude to my God and Saviour. Amen. 

How readily would the Ministers of a 
mis-named Reformation become Roman Ca- 
tholics, if they were allowed to preach and 


}church. Catholic Tract. Price, 20 cents per dozen; 
| 


| 2 cents, single. 

MANNING’S SHORTEST WAY TO END DISPUTES 
ABOUT RELIGION. This work contains 300 pages, 
| 12 mo; handsomely bound and lettered. Price $50 


| 





sin, and his fear of offending him who is the keep the livings, or parishes they now pos-| per hundred copies. 75 cents single. 


supreme object of his faith ; faithful in the 


midst of the blessings and honour of this fession and the Real Presence were anpull- | 


life, by his detachment from every thing that 
is perishable, by the discreet and holy use 
of whatever is lent him by Heaven, and by 


his wisdom in converting those riches, whose | 


tenure is so precarious in time, into a pru- 
dent resource for eternity ; faithful by an 
universal detachment from the possessions 
of this world, by his unabating confidence in 
Him who watches over all his creatures with 


tender solicitude and inexhaustible mercy; portion of that patronage which a discriminating Public | Rev. C. D. Frencu,- 


faithful above all, in the midst of apostates, 
and the enemies of his faith, by opposing, 
with all his energy, the insidious efforts they 
are continually making to obliterate all sense 
of religion from the hearts of the weak and 
unthinking. 

Such are the few of the many obligations 


enjoined in this ordinance of the church.—| 
Let us honestly confess, that we have sel-, 


dom recited the Creed with these dispositions, 
and still more seldom recurred to these dis- 
positions under the various circumstances 
wherein we should have honoured them in 
our practice. 
that at the end of time scarcely a single spark 
of faith shall be found upon earth; but re- 


member that he spoke not of that speculative | 
faith which consists in a bare acquiescence | 
to known truths, or a public avowal of their | 


belief. Even to the consummation of ages, 
the church will find children who speak the 
same language. Even to the end of time, 
our temples shall incessantly resound with 
this canticle of confession; Credo, I believe; 
yet, in proportion as time brings with it a 
greater depravity of morals, in the same de- 
gree will every sentiment of true and genu- 


Jesus Christ has declared, | 


sess, and if celibacy, the doctrines of con- 


ed! 
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